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New Forest District Sailability 

Committee Meeting 

Held at 

The Spinnaker Sailing Club, Blashford Lakes, Ivy Lane, Ringwood   
 16:00 on Tuesday 19th April 2016  

 
MINUTES ACTION 

1 Attendance 

1.1 Eric Blyth, Malcolm Bentley, Tom Glasson, Richard Savill, Angela Bentley, 
Andrew Allen, Peter Coulson, Denise Speirs  

1.2 Apologies – Rowena Marsh, Stefan Hart 

 

 

2    Minutes of the meeting held on 29.03.2016  

2.1 Minutes agreed and signed off by Malcolm Bentley, Chairman. 

 

 

3   Matters Arising 

3.1 Point 3.1 – as requested the site plan has been sent to Wessex Water; it was 
noted Natural England would likely be involved in any decisions reached; until a 
decision was forthcoming there was nothing further to discuss. 

3.2 Point 3.2 – First Aid course; 11 volunteers had undertaken the course; it had 
been a very enjoyable day.  It had been recommended that NFDS should have 
a number of individuals who have completed or hold a valid certificate for the 
HSE 3 day ‘First Aid at Work’.  Malcolm will look into whether it is a requirement 
and if so what the ratio is. 

3.3 Point 3.3 – increasing membership participation; Alex was unable to commit at 
this time as he is a busy school teacher; however, Brent was very happy to help.  
Peter would arrange to me meet with Brent to discuss options.  Leon Ward 
Sailability Disability Development Officer was visiting Spinnaker/NFDS on this 
coming Friday. 

3.4 Point 4.1 – Spinnaker invoice – Malcolm met with Tim, Spinnaker Manager, 
regarding the disproportionate increase for this year; NFDS are now awaiting a 
new invoice.  Malcolm will take the matter further if there is no significant 
change.  

3.5 Point 4.2 – should read ‘Incident reporting’.  Angela has spoken to Tim, 
Spinnaker Manager regarding an incident reporting form.  Spinnaker only have a 
blank book, therefore, it was agreed to go with the form that Malcolm had 
devised. 

3.6 Point 4.4 – after discussion it was agreed that the role of Welfare Officer will not 
fall under the responsibility of the Officer of the Day; it will remain with Gino. 

3.7 Point 5.3 – should read ‘Testwood Lakes Sailing Disability’. 
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4    Chairman’s Matters 

4.1 There had been a brief altercation with a carer regarding the strapping into the 
wheelchair of a sailor; the carer was not prepared to take the sailor down onto 
the pontoon unless he was strapped in; it was stressed clearly that this was 
against NFDS rules.  The carer was upset; however the situation was resolved.  
For future reference carers should be made aware of Rule 5. which states that: 
Sailors should NOT be strapped into wheel chairs on jetty or pontoons. 

 

 

5    Treasurer’s Matters 

5.1 Tom gave a brief resume of payments and balances. 

5.2 The completed form for the Boat and Public liability had been sent off. 

5.3 Community First; the form and £10 entry fee had been sent. 

 

 

 

6 Sailing Sub Committee Matter 

6.1 The T.T. races will be held on 2nd July 2016.  Peter will send out an email to all 
volunteers asking them to keep this date free.  Eric will put out an email to 
Testwood volunteers and sailors.  Testwood would also be entering a boat.   

      Angela suggested that lots of volunteers would be required; she would also 
need help with the catering. 

      HANSA were now stressing that it was not a disabled class and the disabled 
and able bodied could now double up. 

      There was discussion around the need, or not, to supply ‘yellow bags’ for 
hazardous waste.  It was agreed that Denise would speak to Wendy Steadman, 
wife of one of the volunteers who brings a group sailing regarding the protocol 
for taking away and disposal of hazardous waste and what she advises. 

6.2 It was confirmed that there was more capacity for sailors in the afternoons for 
both Tuesdays and Fridays.  

 

7 Bosun’s Matters  

7.1 The new 2.3 will not arrive in the U.K. until at least mid-May.  The rest of the 
fleet are all up and running. 

7.2 Spike will borrow NFDS’s spare hoist for Testwood until theirs is available; it will 
be returned to NFDS in time for the HANSA T.T. races. 

7.3 Two of the old radios have now been replaced. 

7.4 Seven volunteers have started sail training on Thursdays. 

7.5 Spinnaker is changing the Wednesday social sailing to a Friday.  NFDS could 
stay and join in but those participating must be able to put the boats away at the 
end of the session. 

      Peter will send out an email informing the volunteers of the change.  
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7.6 The hoists and slings are certified until the end of the season. 

7.7 Jaffa is due for service on 27th April 2016; it will need to be taken out of the 
water at the end of Tuesday sailings. 

7.8 It has been requested that Gannett (boat No. 7) be left on a trailer permanently 
as Steve and Martin use this particular boat for racing.  Sailors could use boat 
No. 12 (servo) as a manual if needed. 

8 Volunteer Co-ordinator’s Matters 

8.1 There have been six or so new volunteers.  At least two of them should be 
nurtured as they could prove very useful in the future.  They are all going 
through or have been through the ‘volunteer induction process’ and the DBS 
process.  There are approximately 106/107 volunteers on the books currently.  

8.2 Peter confirmed that he had investigated texting software, it was not needed for 
groups but inexpensive software would be required for volunteers and individual 
sailors. 

8.3 Peter will talk to Tash regarding ‘Facebook’; he thought that between them they 
could set it up. 

8.4 Andrew asked on behalf of ‘Big Phil’ what the situation was regarding the sun 
shades.  It was confirmed that Spinnaker were looking at alternative designs 
and hoped to have something in place by the end of May. 

8.5 Rory was moving into sheltered accommodation and would no longer be able to 
take on the washing and drying of sails and buoyancy aids.  Rory believes that 
NFDS need another shed to store buoyancy aids etc.  She has also suggested 
that NFDS need a book to trace who has taken buoyancy aids away at the end 
of the season for washing etc.  It was agreed to discuss this at the end of this 
year’s season. 

 

 9 Events Co-ordinator’s Matters 

9.1 Spinnakers caterer Jackie is not available to do the catering for the TT race day; 
therefore if anyone knows of someone who could help please let Angela know 
as soon as possible.  NFDS will use previous years menus to keep things 
simple. 

9.2 There may be a second First Aid course in the Autumn if Steve is available to do 
the training. 

9.3 The Spinnaker open day is to be held on 14th May 2016; it would be useful for 
NFDS to be involved and Spinnaker would also love volunteers to help.  NFDS 
will have two boats out on the water and Eric will be attending the event.  Angela 
will send out an email to volunteers asking for help.   

 

10 Publicity  

10.1 Nothing to report.   
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11 Any Other Business  

11.1 Ray Ford’s family visited NFDS and were delighted to see a boat on the water 
bearing Ray’s name.  Ray’s wife also intimated that once she has come to terms 
with her loss; she would like to help as a volunteer.  

 11.2 Marcus should be taking the 2.4 boats this weekend. 

11.3 Spinnaker are having a new starting box erected; they are having decking put 
down which will make it a disabled friendly viewing area; Eric asked the 
Committee to consider offering a donation.  To be discussed. 

 

 

12 Date of next meeting: The next Committee meeting will be held at the 
Spinnaker Club House on Thursday 19th May 2016 at 16:00 hours.  

Dates of following meetings: 
 
16th June 2016 
21st July 2016 
18th August 2016 
15th September 2016 
20th October 2016 
17th November 2016 
15th December 2016 
 

 

 

 


